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Design: Vito Noto

Vito Noto, the product designer born in Ragusa in 1955, came from 

a family of wainwrights and completed his studies at the "Scuola 

Politecnica di Design" in Milan in 1976. His teachers and lecturers 

included famous Italian and international design names. After his 

studies, he gained extensive experience with designers in Zurich, 

Hamburg and Paris. Swiss resident Vito Noto's wide-ranging project 

work means he is always in search of diversity and the meaning of 

the values of the things which surround us. He designs home and  

office objects for internationally renowned brands. He also  

designs machinery and equipment for a wide range of indus- 

trial purposes. Vito Noto has received many international awards,  

including the Compasso d’Oro and the 1995 Design Prize Switzer-

land. He is always open to innovation and is constantly in search 

of the "definitive" project. www.vitonotodesign.com. 

Characteristics

Effigy

Klausen Pass

Artist

Vito Noto, Cadro

Technical data

Alloy: Silver 0.835

Weight: 20 g

Diameter: 33 mm

Legal face value

20 Swiss francs

Date of issue

25 January 2018

Selling period

Up to 24 January 2021  

or while stocks last

Mintage

Uncirculated coin: 30,000 pieces

Proof coin in presentation case:

5,000 pieces

Coined and issued by

Federal Mint Swissmint

CH-3003 Bern

Tel. +41 58 4 800 800                

Fax +41 58 462 60 07

www.swissmint.ch



Official commemorative coins
Each year, the Federal Mint Swissmint issues a small number of 

commemorative coins featuring carefully selected subjects. The 

coins in bimetal, silver and gold bear an official nominal value and 

are available in various minting qualities – as collectors' pieces in 

their own right or as an exquisite gift.

Klausen Pass
The 1,948 metre-high Klausen pass is 46km long and links the 

valley of Schächental in the canton of Uri with the rear of Lin-

thal in the canton of Glarus. As a non-transalpine route, the 

Klausen pass was of no significance during either Roman times 

or the Middle Ages. However, no later than the High Middle 

Ages, a simple cattle track existed which was mostly used for 

moving cattle to the Alpine pastures on the Urnerboden. A cus- 

toms post in Bürglen monitored the insignificant local trade. 

Following Alpine disputes concerning the border between Uri 

and Glarus on the Urnerboden (it runs through the side of the 

mountain pass away from Uri), an agreement was reached in 

the 12th century. Commercial interest in a road over the Klau-

sen pass grew with the opening of the Gotthard railway line in 

1882 because the new north-south route was reliant on link-

roads. After the project received the army’s support, it was 

quickly built between 1893 and 1899. The big day came on 

15 June 1900: the first stagecoach drove over the mountain 

pass and opened up the magnificent landscape between Linthal 

and Altdorf to tourism. The Klausen pass gained fame from the 

legendary Klausenrace, a historic mountain race for cars and 

motorcycles.
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